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News From The Principal - Mrs Carole Douglas
Newsletter Week 7 Term 4
2023 staffing is being finalised. Classes will operate in straight year levels: Prep (Tiffany Kuhanandan), Year 1
(Jessie Twidale), Year 2 (Olivia Skea), Year 3 (Rebekah Miller), Year 4 (Pip Hacker), Year 5 (Isabel Anderson)
and Year 6 (Rochelle Arthur). Our aim is to ensure that the Australian Curriculum is being taught with precision.
We farewell Carleigh Hansen who is transferring out to Wondai SS and thank her for her commitment to our
students during her time with us. We are sorry to see you go Carleigh!
Also departing is Caitlin Fisher who has worked at our cluster schools in 2021 and 2022 as District Relieving
Teacher. Caitlin leaves us for Warwick. We wish you well Caitlin as you begin your teaching journey with your own
class.
With the end of term looming and only 3 weeks left, please ensure that all library books are returned before the
end of Week 9. Books not returned will be invoiced.
Report cards and the student leadership selection process will also be finalised and announced before the end of
term. Reports will go home on the last day of term. If you require an electronic copy or additional copies to be
emailed to more than one parent please let us know.
For 2023 the student leadership process will be open to students
in Year 4 to 6 who meet criteria for attendance and behaviour.
Please also let us know if your child/children will not be returning
to St George SS by 02 December so our rolls and classes for
2023 can be finalised. If you have children to enrol in Prep or know
of someone else with a child to enrol please let us know as soon
as possible.
Please mark on your calendars the 2023 Student Free days
and return to school dates:
Staff return to school for student free days on Tuesday 17 January
– Friday 20 January.
The office will also be open from Monday 16 January.
Students return to school on Monday 23 January.

News From The Head of Department (Curriculum) - Mrs Glenda Moloney
REPORTING STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AT ST GEORGE STATE SCHOOL
The requirements for reporting are specified in the P-12 curriculum, assessment and reporting framework and
were informed by the National Education Agreement. This agreement affirms the commitment of the
Commonwealth, State and Territory Governments of Australia for the provision of student reports to parents/carers
by all schools twice yearly.

Academic reporting involves communicating information to parents, carers and students about student
achievement and progress for each learning area/subject undertaken, at a point in time. Reporting builds the
school-parent partnership to improve student learning.
Comparative reporting
On request from a parent for information about their child’s performance relative to that of other students, the
school can provide a comparison of the student’s peer group at the school — subject to the privacy of individual
students being maintained.
Reporting in Prep to Year Six
For each reporting period, the school reports separately on each learning area/subject taught.
Students are assessed and reported against the achievement standard for the year/band of years taught. The
report represents the student’s level of achievement at the time of reporting. Reporting scales vary across the
years of schooling.
Each semester, schools report on student achievement in the aspects of an achievement standard that have been
taught and assessed during the reporting period. At the end of the semester in which the achievement standard is
completed, the teacher makes an on-balance judgement about the student’s overall level of achievement for the
achievement standard. This judgement is based on the evidence of student performance in the assessment folio.
Reporting is based on evidence
Reports reflect judgments about the quality of student learning, based on evidence collected during the reporting
period; and reflect the student’s most consistent level of achievement with consideration to the most recent
evidence.
The evidence of each student’s achievement is collected using a range of assessments aligned to the curriculum.
The assessment folio or individual assessment instruments provide the basis for reporting judgments about the
student’s overall level of achievement in the learning area/subject.
Reporting uses judgments
Teachers make judgments about the quality of student work in the assessment folio or individual assessment
instruments, that is, how well the student has met those elements of the standards that have been taught and
assessed during the reporting period.
The next newsletter will outline and provide an explanation of the reporting scales that will appear on students’ end
of semester report.

News from HPE – Mrs Laura Sherriff
Students have had a great time at the pool so far this term! They have been learning about water safety, how to
do water rescues and working on their strokes. Students are enjoying their time in the water and improving their
swimming skills.
It will be great to see students show off their skills at our whole school swimming carnival on Wednesday the 30th
November!

News from the Arts – Mrs Sue Anderson
Rehearsals for the Summer Smash concert have been
going very well this week and we can’t wait to perform for
you next Thursday evening! Students brought home notes
this week detailing what they will be performing and what
they are asked to wear for the performance. We hope to
see all of our students ready to proudly take the stage next
Thursday. The P&C will be catering with a barbecue so
come along and buy some dinner before the event.

CAROLS ON THE BALONNE
This year’s Carols on the Balonne will be held on Tuesday
6 December from 6:30 pm. Choir students are asked to
come dressed in Christmas clothing, ready to meet Mrs A at
the stage at the Amphitheatre around 6:20 pm. We will be
singing two songs. Please see the note sent home this
week with choir students.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
PICTURE BOOK

OF

COUNTRY

We are excited to announce that Regional Office and the Regional Director Mrs Leanne Wright, have gifted to our
school a print run of the beautiful Acknowledgement of Country book, featuring the words of our Acknowledgement
and art work of our students. All families will receive a copy of the book and these will also be placed in the
community to share with others. This has been a very exciting project for our school, something we should all be
proud of.

SUMMER
SMASH
COMPETITION

POSTER

Our students were busy this week putting their
artistic talents to good use creating posters to go
home for the Summer Smash.
The following students were chosen to receive a
prize for their amazing work:
Year 5/6: Taetum
Year 3/4: Chase W.
P-Year 2: Lylah
These will be presented on Parade on Monday.
The following students will receive Peli Pitstop vouchers for their excellent work
also:
Year 5/6: Brianna, Phoebe, Hayden, Izaiah and Grace
Year 3/4: Jessie, Anneka, Kyannah, Harry and Brooke
Prep-Year 2: Lilly, Kade, Maytarhni, Ryder, Brooklyn, Elleka and David.
We hope your student’s work is proudly hanging on the fridge at home!

News from Sunrise Playgroup- Mrs Shirley Hiles and Miss Sarah Wilson
We have had a fantastic two weeks at Playgroup. Last week
we headed to the farm with Care Balonne for our Mini Petting
Farm visit. Children had a great time meeting and learning about
various farm animals. Thank you to Care Balonne for organizing
this great event.
This week as part of our transition visits we visited the Balonne
Kindergarten. Next week we are back at the Playgroup hall with
some water activities! There are only a few weeks of Playgroup
left for the year, so join us on Wednesday and Thursday
mornings from 9:30!

News from Chappy Andrew
Hello,
This week students spent time planting zucchini in the school garden. We also harvested all our beetroot and this
time we are going to have them pickled. Students had fun playing basketball and soccer with Chappy Andrew.
This week was kindness week so we thought about ways we can be kind to ourselves, by eating healthy, sleeping
well and exercising. I look forward to seeing you all next week.

Congratulations to our newest Peli Club members, and wristband and pin recipients!

Congratulations to our students who received Student of the Week and Reading Goal Getter for
Term Three Week Five.

Students of the Week demonstrate the three school expectations "I am Safe, I am Responsible, I am
Respectful."
Prep: Rose - For moving quietly around the classroom and school. (I am Respectful)
1/2A: Jahzara - For moving quietly around the classroom and school to ensure she does not disrupt the learning
of others. (I am Respectful)
1/2B: Mayeelah - For walking quietly around the classroom and school. (I am Respectful)
3/4A: April – For completing all tasks to the best of her ability in a given time frame. (I am Responsible)
3/4B: Anneka - For walking quietly around the classroom and school. (I am Respectful)
5A: Edith - For walking quietly around the classroom and school. (I am Respectful)
6A: Ronald - For being on task and learning. (I am Responsible)
ARTS: Jamarcus – For working with focus, signing and playing an instrument at The Arts. (I am Responsible)
ARTS: Levi – For singing with enthusiasm and inspiring others to join in at The Arts. (I am Responsible)
HPE: Larah – For displaying great confidence at swimming this week. (I am Responsible)
HPE: Corbin – For displaying great confidence at swimming this week. (I am Responsible)
Peli’s Yuul Munda: Kiellah - For using polite language at the Tuckshop. (I am Respectful)
Peli’s Yuul Munda: Brooklyn- For using polite language at the Tuckshop. (I am Respectful)
Reading Goal Getters demonstrate the school expectation "I am a learner.” These students know their
learning goals for reading, and work towards achieving them.
1/2A: Jarome - For saying the sounds to read a word.
1/2B: Frankie - For improving her whole-word reading.
3/4A: Troy - For decoding his spelling words.
3/4B: Mason - For reading aloud with expression in his voice.
5A: Mia - For reading her dictation passage with expression.
6A: Tyrell - For recognising his spelling words in familiar texts.

Congratulations to our Week 5
Tuckshop Voucher winners!

Congratulations to our Week 6
Tuckshop Voucher winners!

Congratulations to our students who received Student of the Week and Reading Goal Getter
for Week Six.

Students of the Week demonstrate the three school expectations "I am Safe, I am Responsible, I am
Respectful."
Prep: Larah - For playing with equipment safely and only playing school approved games. (I am Safe)
1/2A: Shaquarn - For completing all assessment to the best of his ability. (I am a Learner)
1/2B: Kyran A - For always playing school approved games and using equipment safely. (I am Safe)
3/4B: Corbin - For being a role model to his peers. (I am Responsible)
5A: Phoebe O - For giving all tasks her best effort. (I am Responsible)
6A: Gracee - For giving 5 straight away and following all teacher’s instructions. (I am Respectful)
ARTS: Edith - For singing and performing with enthusiasm in The Arts. (I am Responsible)
ARTS: Hope - For finishing all her work and helping others to finish. (I am Responsible)
HPE: Jahzara - For working hard at swimming this week. (I am Responsible)
HPE: Connor - For working hard at swimming this week. (I am Responsible)
Peli’s Yuul Munda: Mason O - For being helpful at the Tuckshop. (I am Responsible)
Peli’s Yuul Munda: Kyannah - For using polite language at the Tuckshop. (I am Respectful)
Reading Goal Getters demonstrate "I am a Learner.” These students know their learning goals for reading,
and work towards achieving them.
Prep: Brooklyn - For working hard to improve her decoding skills.
1/2A: Kyran H - For developing his fluency when reading.
1/2B: Tamayleh-Jane - For using her knowledge to read passages.
3/4A: Camille - For reading texts with understanding.
3/4B: Audrey - For working hard to complete all tasks.
5A: Brianna - For building fluency when reading a passage.
6A: Emily G - For identifying the syllables in her words.

Remembrance Day Service

Stymie helps your child to say something by enabling them to report all kinds of concerns, safely
and anonymously.
•
•
•

The bystander effect occurs when the presence of others discourages us from intervening in an
emergency situation.
Social influence affects how many children behave, so they are less likely to stand up to
inappropriate behaviours in public when the number of onlookers is high.
Often our children are burdened by serious issues involving their friends but don’t know how to
help.

Rather than trying to work against all of these pressures, our solution recognises the nuanced nature of
their social currency, by providing them with a safe place to start a conversation.
Stymie at your school
Any child at a Stymie-registered school can make a notification about someone they believe is being
bullied or harmed. This notification is automatically forwarded to the school, and managed by the
appropriate members of staff.
•
•
•

Each school has their own process for dealing with notifications according to their wellbeing
framework.
Schools have a standard investigative process that they follow. Notifications are generally
explored and followed up before they are acted on.
For your child and their peers, knowing that they have a safe place to pass on information can be
a great source of comfort and relief.

Each day, more than 100,000 students stay at home because they feel unsafe at school. Solving the
complex problems caused by the cycle of bullying has to be a community initiative. Everyone will benefit
from the added safety that Stymie can provide—students, parents, educators and the wider community.
If you are interested in exploring Stymie or would like to present to your P&C or PTA group, please don’t
hesitate to contact us.
Schools currently using Stymie report that:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Stymie empowers youth to say something, and ask for help – creating the first critical step on the
pathway to healing harm and a positive future.
Stymie has proactively let schools know about incidents before they have happened.
Stymie has significantly and proactively reduced the number of incidents of harm in their schools.
Stymie has provided a safe mechanism for youth to report issues that are concerning them and
reach out for help on behalf of their peers or themselves.
Stymie has enabled schools to help students who would otherwise not have been identified.
Stymie increases school attendance rates.

Internationally, schools are receiving Stymie notifications about suicide ideation, illegal activity,
depression, anxiety, family violence, self-harm, bullying and cyberbullying, planned fights and other
covert behaviours.

